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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


“REHOLD I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT Joy.” 
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(Continued from page 421 ) 

Tue Epucatrion or Native Cuit- 

pREN 18 an Object, on which these mis- 
siuparies have bestowed very earnest and 
laporious attention. * ‘There first free 
school was commenced in the summer 
of 1315, and ia our last annual Report 
the number of their schools was stated to 
be twenty-five, and the total of pupils 
was estimated, from communications 
which had then been received, at nearly 
a hundred Jewish, and more than twelve 
hundred heathen children. In _ their 
joint letter, thirteen months ago, the ac- 
count is more exact, and the total num- 
ber enrolled in their schools, as regular 
pupils, i isgiven at 1019. Besides these, 
there are large numbers of inconstant an d 
less regular attendants. What additions 
have been made tothe number of the 
schools, or of the pupils, in the last thir- 
teen months, your Committee have not 
yetthe means of reportiag. In their last 
joint letter the missionaries say, “ Ap- 
plications for new schools are very fre- 
quent. But their funds were not sufli- 
cient to answer either the necessities of 
the people, or their own benevolent de- 
sires. Butthe field is wide and the har- 
vest is most plenteous ; and this Board 
aud the Christian community may be as- 
sured, that if sufficient funds are afforded 
to those faithful and energetic labourers, 
few as they are, within less than five 
years to come they will number in their 
schools ten thousand pupils. 

‘In all the schools,” they say “ those, 
who can read, are daily employed in 
reading or committing to memory some 
portions of the Scriptures or ‘Tracts 
which we have printed.” “ We occa- 
sionally pray in the schools, and instruct 
them with our own lips.” Jn various 
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repsects indeed, their schools afford them 
very 1mportant advantages for the benev- 
olent purposes of the mission. In them 
they have access, at all times, to many 
young and susceptible s:inds, under cir- 
cumstances eminently favourable for 
deep and salutary impression ; through 
them they find, also, the best aveuues to 
the minds and hearts of the parents and 
connexions of the pupils ; and by means 
of them, they have great facilities,in their 
Visiting and preaching circuits, for distri- 
buting the Scriptures, or portions of the 
Scriptures, and their diflerent Tracts, 
with the fairest hope of their being at- 
tentively read. 

The extreme difficulty of obtaining 
children to be educated in their families, 
was stated and explained in the Report 
of the last year. “The natives,” they 
say, “have not forgotten the violence 
practised on them and their Religion by" 
tue Portuguese ; and their jealousies are 
ever awake. Indeed, it is matter of as- 
tonishment to us, that we have been per- 
mitted to proceed so quietly with our 
schools and our daily instruction.” 

Mr. Hall, however, has taken into his 
family, aud uuder his own special care 
and instruction, two African children ; 
and Mr. Bardwell two Portuguese child- 
reu. They were miserable outcasts ; 
objects of compassion, as really as the 
Hindoo children, and as suitable for char- 
itable and Chiistian education. And of 
such as these, many, it is supposed, 
might be obtained. 

It is also particularly gratifying to 
State, that at Salsette the difficulty of ob- 
taining Hindoo children for family in- 
struction, is found to be not so insupera- 
ble as at Bombay. As soon as they 
were comfortably settled, and tolerably 
acquaiuted with the native language, Mr. 
and Mrs. Nichols “ resolved on usi 
every effort to establish a school in their 
house.” 


In a letter, dated Feb 12, 1820, Mr. 
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N. says further, “ Our family school of 


Hindoo and black Jewish boys affords 
us mueh satisfaction. We have nine on- 
der our care. We are endeavouring, 
in the tenderest manner possible to de- 
tach them from the idolatry and wicked- 
ness of their fathers. ‘L'hcir improve- 
ment is very laudable.” 

It is still the vreat trial of these devot- 
ed laborious servants of che Lord, to 
spend their strength: iaa iield, on which 
there is scarcely rain or dew from on 
high; and where the harvest, from the 
seed which they sow. is bs idly to be ex 
pected before they are called to rest from 
their labours. Bot the seed must be 
sown, or there will never be a harvest. 
To sow is the work, the daty, and the 
privilege of men; to give the increase, 
and the joy of he vest, is the work, the 
prerogation and the ol, wy of God. 

Your Committee, however, have the 
satisfaction grate/ully to announce one 
hopeful and interesting convert by the in- 
strumentality of this mission. 

In a letter of March 1819, Mr. New- 
ell writes thus :— 

“IT have had, for some days past, a 
Nicodemus to instruct, Muhunmad Ka- 
din, of Hydrabad.* He came about a 
month ago to receive, as he says, Chris- 
tian baptism. [le is a Mussulmaun of 
high rank, and came down wit! a train 
of 20men. He has sent them all back, 
and lives here in retirement, and does not 
wish to be known. He has been with me 
every day for more than a week past, but 
desires the object of our conferences tobe 
kept a secret for the present. Me has 
stated to me his object in conversation, 
and has put it into my hands a paper in 
Hindoostanee, which is certainly a very 
curious and interesting one.” 

faa letter about two months after, Mr. 
Newell says further : 

“In March last, [ mentioned to youa 
Mussulmaun iaquirer from tLydrabad,and 
promised to give you a more particular 
account of him by the next opportunity. 
He is stillin Bombay and has beea with 
me, and has eaten at my house the most 
of the time, since the date of my last let- 
ter to you. He states, that his sole ob_ 


* his city is inthe province of Golconda 
nearly due cast of Bombay. 


ject in coming from Hydrabad to this 

place, (a distance of more fhan 40y 
miles,) was to gaiv further instruction. i, 

the Christian telision, amd to receive 

baptism. He says, that he is of a ver} 

respect: able f; unily , and of high standing 

in his owncountry ; and his personat ap 

pearence, and comparatively extensive 
information, agree perfectly well with 
his own acconunt of himself. I put into 
his hands Mr. Martyn’s Hindoostanee 
translation of the New ‘Testament, and 
of the common Prayer Book, and point. 
ed him to such places, as [ thought woul 
be most useful to him. IT have repeat 
edly read and explained to him, the third 
chapter of the Gospel of Jol. He as- 
sents to the necessity of a spiritual 
change, but does not profess to have any 
experimental knowledge of it, and seems 
to be more inquisitive about the forms 
and the history of Christianity, than a- 
bout its spiritual and practical part. I 
once asked him whether he now read 
the Koran,and worshipped in the Musjd.t 
He replied, that he had not done either 
for along time. I asked him, what he 
now thought of his former religion.—He 
said, he thought it was right for him to 
live as a Mussulm: aun, while he continu- 
ed in that faith; buat that, becoming a 
Christian, it was no longer right for him 
to live as a Mussulmaun. This isa spe- 
cimen of the state of his mind, as to reli- 
gious knowledge.” 

ln their joint letter of Jan. last, the 
brethren write: 

“On the 25th of Sept. last the Mns- 
sulmaun Kadin Yar Khan was baptized 
We indulge the hope, that he 1s truly 
born of God: if so, may the glory be 
given to whom alone it is due. We have 
employed him some as a Hindoostanee 
teacher ; and as opportunity presents, he 
reccommends, both by argument and ex- 
ample, the religion of Jesus to others. 
He was very willing to change his name, 
and his dress, and to cut off his beard. 
But as such a change appeared inexpe- 
dient to us, he is not distinguished, in 
these respe cts, from a Mussulmaun.” 

A litle later is this brief notice trom 
Mr. Nichols : 

“Our new convert is now with us. 

| Mosque or temple. 


hart 
wort 
we | 
disp 
have 
that 
fruit 










































1820.] 


His walk and his conversation are truly 
encouraging.” 
In the close of their last | ‘oint letter the 


Missionaries thus express the state of 


their feelings. 

“As messengers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, from the Board, and the church- 
es, we assure them, that we are not at 
all disheartened ; but live in the pleas- 
iag anticipation that God will ultimate ly 
bless ovr poor labours to the salvation of 
many we 4 and we hope the reception of 
ove is but a token of an approaching 
harvest to be gathered in. Surely the 
word of God will not return void; and 
we would never slacken our hands in the 
dispensation of it. And Oh, may we 
have more faith and zeal and patience, 
that we may be so_ blessed as to gather 
fruit unto eternal life.” 


MISSION IN THE ISLAND OF CEYLON. 


On behalfof Messrs. Winslow, Spauld- 
iag, Woodward and Scudder,mentioned in 
the report of the last year,as having em- 
barked on the 8th of the preceding 

une, there is reason for great thankful- 
ess to the Supreme Disposer. ‘The 
essel was not indeed in seasop to touch 
pt Ceylon, and leave the Missionaries 
vere, as it was hoped she might, on her 
ay to Calcutta; but at the latter place, 
port of her destination, she arrived, 
ll on board being well, about the middle 


4 


f October. “© Though cur passage,” 
ley say in their first letter, ** has been 


wer than we hoped it would be, it has 
“0 much more pleasaut than we an- 
cipated. On the whole, our sea has been 
100 ve. our accommodatious good, and 
| passage the journey ot a day.” 
Thin time, during the passage, as 
“re is good reason to believe, was not 
*at in vain. 
Ina subsequent letter, written just as 
*y were leaving Calcutta, nearly a 
sthafier the first, they say :— 
“All the seamen on board were im- 
pared and we did hope that every one 
‘ becone the subject of renewing 
After our arrival at Calcutta 
f to our grief, did not maintain a 
‘sistent Christian character; and 
4 with the exception of one, who 
‘ae vessel in a singular manner, and 
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perhaps two more, who appear to a con- 
siderable degree hardened, the remains 
der shew signs of repentance, we are con- 
strained to stand in doubt of some. We 
hope, indeed, that a removal from the 
enticements of a wicked city, and being 
again at sea, when there will be oppor- 
tunity for serious reflection, will bring 
all to remember whence they bave fall- 
en,andto repent. ‘This we are encour- 
aged to hope, from the manner in which 
they parted from us last evening, all be- 
ing very much affected, and sorrowing 
that they should see our faces no more. 
But we commit them to the protection of 
him who is able to keep them from fall- 
ing.” 

By the particular and full account giv- 
en by the missionaries in their letter and 
and journal, mostamply confirmed by the 
testimony ofthe highly and justly beloved 
and respected captain, and of the officers 
and men generally, it is :placed beyond 
doubt that the abundant and faithiul in- 
structions and warnings given to the sea- 
men, were efficacious in an extraordinary 
measure. ‘lhe seriousness, which began 
with a few, became general ; and for a 
considerable time before their arrival, the 
impression upon the 5 dyad company was 
most solemn and mast profound. From 
al} that is known since the rewrn of the 
vessel, it is most fully believed, that the 
Lord, in very deed, was with the mis- 
sionaries, and that few instances are on 
record, in which the power of his grace 
Was more manifest, or those within its 
influence in greater proportion evidently 
reformed, and hopefully renewed for im- 
mortality and glory. 

Of what betel these favoured brethren 
at Calcutta, your Committee cannot 
give a better account, than is given by 
themselves, in the letter from which the 
last quotation was made. 

“On our arrival to Calcutta,we thought 
it best to accept a kind invitation from 
Capt. Wills to take a part of his house. 
We can never say too much concerning 
the kindness of this dear man; nor men- 
tion the many little attentions, which con- 
tributed to render our passage pleasant, 
During our stay of three weeks at Cal- 
cutta, he not only provided reoms for us, 
and kept us all at his table free ef ex- 
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pense, but in various ways contributed, 
in articles of necessity and convenience 
for our mission, not less than two hua- 
dred dollars; beside many nameless ex- 
penses, incurred for our comfort while 
with him. By his exertions, likewise, 
avd those of Mr. Ceyder, an American 
resident in Calcutta, whom we would 
mention with gratitude, more than a hun- 
dred dollars were raised for us from other 
American friends. Mr. Newton too, 
whose name is probably familiar to you, 
partly by his means, became so much 
interested for us, as not only to take the 
trouble of providing for us a passage to 
Ceylon, but, in connexion with a few 
other friends of missions, to contribute 
five hundred dollars towards the ex- 

ense. This benevolent gentleman, with 
Mrs. Newton, a native of Pittsfiel 1,M: ISS. 
who likewise shewed us much kindness, 
is about to return to Boston. 

“ At Calcutta, though.in a land of 
strangers, we found ourselves surrounded 
by friends. ‘The evening after our ar- 
rival, we met most of the Bapti-t breth- 
ren, of whom there are now at Calcutta, 
(the younger brethren, who were at Se- 
rampore, having separated from Drs. 
Carey and Marshman, and established 
themselves in Calcutta,) all the brethren 
from the London Society, of whom 
there are four, and Mr. Schmidt, from 
the Church Missionary Society. We 


enjoyed with them a precious season of 


prayer, and Christian intercourse. The 
first hymn was given out by Mr. Town- 
ley, of the London Society :— Kindred 
in Christ for his dear sue s—a hearty 
welcome here receive.” ‘This, we be- 
lieve, expresses the real leelings of those, 
whom we met. They are precious men, 
and are doing a good work in Calcutta. 
Their moral influence is already felt. and 
an important change is effected ; espe- 
cially as to the treatment of missionaries. 
This was seea in our polle reception at 
the police office, and iu the generosity at 
the enstom house, wiere ail our baggage, 
together with the boxes of medicine, 
books, &c. belonging to the Board, were 
passed, both in landing and reshipping, 
free of duty, and even oi inspection. 
‘“ But it was not designed that we 
should leave Calcutta without trials. We 


had been there but five days, whey 
brother Scudder was called to part with 
his dear little daughter. She died atiey 
an illness of three days. ‘The next day, 
sister Winslow was taken sick, and 
brought near the grave. ‘The womano! 
color was also very sick,and sister “ ood. 
ward was brought so low, that her lie 
was almost despared of; and we were 
obliged to leave her and her husband be. 
hind. Alter her recovery they will taki 
the earliest opportunity of a passage to 
Ceylon. 

* We are now on board the Dick, o: 
London, Capt. Harrison, pleasant ship, 
with good accommodations : 3 and are tw 
be landed either at Trincomale, or Co- 
lumbo, as we please.” 


( Lo be continued. ) 


BOSTON JEW>’ SOCIETY. 


Letter from the Rev. Mr. Barpwett & 
the Boston Female Society for th: 
promotion of Christianity among the 
Jews, dated Bombay, June 18, 1818, 


Respected and beloved Ladies,— 
The letter in which we acknowledged tl 
reception of your donation, we hope lias 
been duly received. Before the recep 
tion of this money, we had established: 
school among the Black Jews in thi 
place, but on receiving your donation, 
we conchided to apply it to defray tht 
expenses of the school. The expenss 
of the school began to be defrayed b 
your fund, July ist, 1818. The git 
have defrayed the expenses of thi 
school to the middle of October 181! 
fifteen months and a half. Since tv 
time the schools have been support 
from the funds of the Mission. 

The expenses of this school are som 
higher tlian the majority of the Missi# 
Schools ; but we trust you will not ¢ 
sider the charges unreasouvably higi 
The whole number of boys, who he 
attended the school from its comment 
ment, to the present time, is, accordi 
to the catalogue, 60. Of shese, pre 
ably n-arly one half, have learnt to 
intelligibly. and have read more ot | 
of the gospel, together with a nual! 
of religious tracts. Many of them i 
committed to memory the ten 
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mandments, detached portions of Scrip- 
ture, forms of prayer, school hymns, &c. 

ihree or four Jewish girls have occa- 
sionally attended, though contrary to the 
veneral custom of the place These girls 
can read Hebrew, with considerable flu- 
ency, as do many of the boys, but can- 
not understand a single sentence. 

There are in this place between 7 and 
300, Jews, who boast themselves in be- 
ing the descendendants of faithful Abra 
ham: yet notwithstanding their dignifi- 
ed origin, they are now reduced, i in eve- 


ry point of view, nearly to the level of 


the lowest of the ignorant heathen a- 
roundthem. It is net unfrequent, when 
passing the Hindoo temples, to see 
them pay the customary token of reve- 
rence tothe idols. 

In almost every town on the neigh- 
houring coast, more or less Jews are to 
be found. No definite account can be 
obtained from them respecting the time 
and occasion of their coming from the 
West. 

In every town, where there is any 
considerable number of families, one is 
selected. whom they call a Kazi or 
priest, who performs ceremonies, at mar- 
riages, funerals, the rites of cireumcis- 
ion, &c. 
the Scriptures in their synagogues, and 
presides in all their religious meetings. 


They are exceedingly ignorant of 


their own Scriptures, and when asked 
how they expect to recognize their Mes- 
siah when he shall come, reply, “ not by 
his lineage, but his mighty works, and 
that he hg ill collect and build up their 
nation.” 

In some instances, they shew great 
hostility to. the Gospel of Christ, and 
say, that their fathers did right in cruci- 
fying Jesus of Nazareth. But in gene- 
ral they are too ignorant of their own 
history, and too indifferent to their own 
creed, to make any objections to the 
Gospel. In some instances they will 
acknowledge that “ Jesus is the Christ,” 
and say they believe in bim and worship 
him. But thougt we have at present, 
uo special evidence that any of these 
sons of Israel, have by faith, acknow- 
ledged that Jesus is the Messiah, to the 
saving of their souls, yet we consider 


He is generally the reader of 
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their case as having particular claims 
upon our attention. In common with 
the heathen around us, they have immor- 
tal souls, that must be saved by the 
blood of Christ, or suffer for thetr inf- 
delity. But in addition to this conside- 
ration, “they are a people wonderful 
from their beginning hitherto.” Aud 
though now degraded and cast out, still 
“they are beloved for their father’s 
sake.” They are “ the natural branches 
of the olive tree, and being broken off 
through unbelief, we, who are by nature 
wild, are grafted in, and made partakers 
of the fatness of the olive tree.” While 
we behold and adore “ the goodness and 
severity of God,” we cannot but feel a 
peculiar interest for a people, through 
whose instrumentality, we are made par- 
takers of so many rich blessings. 

We hepe and pray, that the Chris- 
tian instruction which your liberality 
has afforded to these children of A- 
braham according to the flesh, may 
eventually be the means of reclaiming 
them from their ignorance and infideli- 
ty, and of bringing them “ to that foun- 
tain, which is-set open for the house of 
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
to wash in, from sin and uncleanness.” 

We doubt not that you have various 
and urgent calls on the funds of your So- 
ciety, but we should be extremely hap- 
py, in considering the school, so long 
supported by your Society, still under 
your patronage and direction. Weshall 
ever be happy to take charge of any 
monies you may please to remit, for the 
school above mentioned, or for the es- 
tablishment of Jewish schools on the ad- 
joining continent, or for any other ob- 
ject you may specify. And be assured, 
dear and respected Ladies, that we shall 
ever labour and pray, that the object of 
your association may prosper, and that 
both Jews and Gentiles may be reclaim- 
ed from their wand:rings, and brought 
into the sheepfold of Christ the good 
Shepherd of souls. 

Accept, dear Ladies, our Christian 
salutation, in the fellowship of our Lord 
Jesus Christ our common Saviour. In 
our behalf of the mission. 

Horatio BarDwELL. 
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COMPARATIVE VIEW. 


Extract of a letter from a Clergyman 
in England to his frvend in Chartes- 
ton, S. C. dated Liverpool, Septem- 
ber 27, 1820. 

In making a comparative estimate of 
the state of Society in America and Eng- 
land, I think there is more vital religion 
in America; but generally more morality 
in England. As a proof of the latter 
fact—at Chelteuliam I boarded three 
weeks: in a house which had upwards of 
150 boarders daily; and during that 
time, I neither heard one indecorous ex- 
pression, nor saw an individual who had 
taken a single glasstoo much. [or this 
I praised them, which afforded me an 
opportunity of finding fault on another 
head, Seeing their table loaded with 
good things day by day, and no one a- 
mong so many to implore a blessing or 
return thanks, for so much kindness, [ 
said, “ Gentlemen, what shall I say to 
my friends in America, as to this? You 
call yourself the bulwark of Christianity, 
and we acknowledge it.” ‘This opened 
the way to my being appointed chap- 
lain, during my stay; and on my de- 
parture | appointed an EKast-India cap- 
tain, a man of great piety, as my suc- 
cessor. I did not entirely like the way 
in which the boarders spent the first eve- 
ning | was with them; and told them 
on the evening of the secona Sabbath, 
if they would permit me, I would shew 
them how we spent this Sabbath eve- 
ning in America. [It was agreed to; and 
as soon as tea was over,a table and can- 
dles were placed in a large room, and gen- 
eral notice given throughout the house. 
The room was soon filled. I stood up, 

and after some preliminary observations, 
read the narrative of the state of religion, 
published by our General assembly; 
which excited much ivterest. Observ- 
ing this to be the case, I requested the 
company to unite with me in prayer, 
that those outpourings of the Spirit, of 
which they had heard, might extend to 
the ends of the earth. In this they ap- 
red to unite with becoming solemni- 
ty; and when I had done, many of the 
company, young and old, male and fe- 
male, came around me, shaked hanis, 


Comparative View.---Revivals of Religion. 


[ Dee. 


and thanked me for what I had done, 
Observing that this was a new thing in 
a boarding house in Cheltenham, and 
they hoped would not be soon forgotten. 
I was invited to attend a monthly 
meeting of the Committee of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, which real- 
ly reyoiced my heart. I heard delight- 
ful intelligence, of late dates, communi- 
cated from almost every nation on earth, 
All of whom seem to be hungering for 
the bread of Jife, and thirsting for the 
cup of consolation. And I saw with my 
eyes thousands, yea tens of thousands 
of copies of th- Bible ordered to be im- 
mediately sent to those who are sitting 
in darkness.—Lvan. Int. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 


A correspondent at Westfield N.Y. 
says, * A revival of religion has begun 
in Cherry Valley; but it is not yet as 
extensive as was the revival there last 
winter. Atthe Butternuéts, a town in 
the same County, God is pouring out his 
Spirit; and among the Dutch Church, 
to the north and the east, the divine and 
saving work is still pretty great.” 


From the Boston Recorder. 


Account of Revivals in Rochester ,Stock- 
bridge and Pittsfield, Vt 


«My soul snall make her boast in the 
Lord; the humble shall hear thereof 
and be glad. ” Previous to the year-[*] 
this region was a moral waste, but since 
that time, through the blessing of God 
upon the ministration of the word, light 
has dispelled the thick darkness and this 
once wilderness has become a fruitful 
field. In September last, God appear- 
ed in his glory to build up Zion, and has 
since made a marvellous display in his 
erace in the town of Rochester. The 
good work continued through the win- 
ter. The season has been solemn and 
interesting. One Lord’s day was pe- 
culiarly so, in which 39 presented them- 
selves and entered into the solemn cov- 
enant. It was a day long to be remem- 
bered by the saints. The result of this 


* Here is a blank, which the writer proba- 
bly intence to fill, but did not. 
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cood work is, that 62 have joined the 
congreg: ational church and several other 
devominations, beside 10 more who 
have been made hopeful subjects. A 
similar disph ry of divine grace has been 
witnessed in Siockbridge and Pit: shield. 
Here we beheld old hardened sinners 
from 50 to 74 years of age converted 
and become truly as little children. 

Here the hand of God has been so vis- 
ible. that all were constrained to say 
\ this is the finger of God.” At the 
ceneral training in June, it was remark- 
ed by some, that people seemed to be 
more solemn than they used to be on 
the Sabbath. ‘The number of hopeful 
converts in the last mentioned towns is, 
computed to be one hundred. 

“ This is the Lord’s doing, it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes.” In Rochester, 
God seemed to bless the labours of Mr. 
Harlbut, a candidate for the ministry. 

For the space of 10 miles on the riv- 
er road, where were found 40 prayerless 
families, now only about one third re- 
main neglectful of this important duty. 

Justin Parsons. 

Pittsfield, Vt. Aug. 30th, 1820. 


STATE OF RELIGION IN TENNESSEE 
Report of the Synod 


Notwithstanding the great reason 
there is to lament the prevalence of vice 
im many parts of our country, and the 
crounds of humiliation before Almighty 
God, on account of the same; yet the 
Synod feel very sensibly the obligations 
of gratitude, under which they are, to 
the great Head of the Church, for the 
sacred influence of his holy Spirit, so co- 
piously diffused during the summer 
past, on many parts in our bounds, more 
especially in West Tennessee. ‘Thre 
Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad. Large accessions 
have been made to the church, of such 
as we hope will be saved. ‘This good 
work appears to have commenced in 
the Church of Bethsalem in the County 
of Bedford, on Duck River, at a meeting 
of the Duck River Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety,on Friday 21st July, 1820. The 
meeting was large, and the people en- 
‘amped on the ground until the Tues- 
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day following. At this meeting there 
was a precions ingathering of many 
souls, who ace hopefully endeavouring 
to make good their way heavenward. 
Ia the three congregations of Bethsalem, 
Shelbyville, and Good Hope, under the 
pastoral care of the Rev.. George New- 
ton, about one hundred and twenty souls 
liave professed religion in the course of 
the summer past, sixty-niue of which 
have joined the PresbyerianChurch,a ma- 


jority of the rest have connected them- 


selves with other denominations, while 
a few, hesitating with respect to what 
church they should join, have not yet 
connected themselves with any. To 
sundry other congregations, to the a- 
mount, say of ten or twelve, very res- 
pe ctable additions have been made, in 
the summer past, though not to so large 
an amount in any of them as in the con- 
eregations stated above, Several Sun- 
day schools have been instituted in our 
bounds, for the instiuction of our black 
population, and with considerable effect. 
In one of these schools, viz. in Mount 
Zion church, in Maury "County, under 
the care of the Rev. Dr. Stephenson, 
there are one liundred and twenty schel- 
ars, who are said to be making a pro- 
gress which is quite respectable. This 
is very pleasing intelligence to the Sy- 
nod, and they conceive it must be the 
same to every benevolent and well dis- 
posed mind. Qh! that thousands and 
tens of thousands of this long abused and 
degraded poi tion of our fe low creatures, 
may, by this, or any other means, which 
propitious tieaven may bless, become 
the Lord’s free men, though we have it 
to regret, that as yet, they are held in an 
ignominious state of slavery, through the 
cupidity of their fellow-men. 
Notwithstanding, there is not that 
pleasing and rapid spread of vital reli- 
gion in the eastern section of our bounds, 
which through divine grace, obtained 
two years ayo in that region of country; 
yet appearances are still promising in 
some good degree. Christians appeor 
to be walking in the truth; respectable 
accessions are made from time to time 
to many of the churches; profanity is 
greatly losing ground, and that infamous 
bane of moral rectitude, Ifidelity, as a- 
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bashed, i is hiding its lead throughout 
our bounds in general, ‘These thines 
are highly vratifying to the Synod, and 
for their existence we desire to give God 
the glory due to his holy name; and in 
this grateful exercise we doubt not but 
that we shall be cordially joined by all 
our fellow-men of genuine piety, into 
whose hands this narrative may come. 
Considerable bodily agitaticns have 
attended this work in many places in 
West ‘Tennessee, und especially where 
it seems to have prevailed most, though 
in some other places which appear to be 
visiied with the effusions of the holy 
Spirit too, they do not prevail. A so- 
lemn and fearful silence reigns in the pub- 
lic assemblies in those congregations, 
and the people appear deeply impress- 
ed, but without noise or tumult. A 
deep solemnity of spirit, religious and 
savoury conversations, ceasing to do evil 
and learning to do well. refraining from 
vain and useless amusements, instituting 
prayer in the family, where it was for- 
merly entirely neglected, and enquiring 
the way Zionward, are the evidences of 
the Spirits effusion. The Synod are 
happy to learn that the public attention 
to divine things, does not appear as yet 
to cease ; but is at present in as pleasing 
a state of progression as at any time 
heretofore. So faras the appeara® ces 
are indeed the work of the Lord, may he 
incresse it, till millions of precious souls 
are saved, and the earth filled with the 
divine glory : 
topEenT [} ENDFRSON,S.C.S. 
Murfreesborough, Oct. 16,1820. 


———<—<- 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Dr. Griffin's Speech delivered at the 
Fourth Anniversary of the American 
Bibie Sovicty, and swnce comnunica- 
ted fur the Christian Herald. 

In seconding the motion which has 
been made by my honomable fiiend* 
with so much effect, permit me, Sir, to 
cell your attention, and that of the mem- 


* The Hon. Rocrer Mixor Srermay, of 
Connecticut, who muved a resolution express- 
ing the thanks of the weeting tu those societies 
aud individuals who, since the Jest awniversa- 
rv, had mode their pastors members of the sv- 
ciety fer life. 








bers of this assembly, some vhat farther 
to the great object of our present meet. 
ing. 
‘It is impossible to suppress feelings 
which are excited by seeing so many 
persons distinguished by their station, 
their talents, and their learning, 1: niting 
in this sublime attempt to diffuse the sa. 
cred Scriptures. I am one of those who 
watched with interest the formation of 
this magnificent institution, and all the 
preliminary steyis which led to that me. 
morabie event. I heard the shout which 
confirmed the constitution,—a moment 
not soon to be forgotten. And I can tru- 
ly say, that each returning anniversary 
hot only sustains but increases the inter- 
est first excited. It is not an institution 
whose power over the mind can be worn 
out with novelty ; but as it holds its au- 
cust march, it must awaken more and 
more the joy, the zeal, the admiration, of 
all who are interested in the happiness of 
the world or the glory of its Author, 
Was there nothing to excite our joy on 
this occasion but that union which 1s 
formed between brethren of different 
names, it would be a scene to awaken 
the finest feelings of the soul: a union, 
which, while it leaves to every man the 
undisturbed possession of his own opin- 
ions, tends to cherish the best affections 
of the heart.and to destroy the very worst 
that ever associated themselves with re- 
ligion,—I mean a proud and selfish big- 
otry. In this matter both we and our 
fathers have greatly erred. We never 
knew, till the age of Bible societies re- 
vealed it, how much of selfishness lay 
concealed under that party spirit which 
had been baptised by the name of zeal for 
the trath. It appeared in the mask of 
an angel of light, but it had a demon’s 
heart. Itcaught men on that side where 
they they had the snspicion of wrong, 
but under a sanctimonious front it covel- 
ed the most contracted and ignoble pas- 
sions of afalled na‘ure. 1 hale this dawn 
of more enlightened and expanded views: 
and if on this side of heaven I would seek 
for a banquet of the soul, it should be in 
that brotherly love which this scene pre- 
sen's. 
Sir, I congratulate you that we are 
suflered to live in sucha day as this. A 
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olorv has been reserved at these times 
oreater than that of the Augustine ave. 
| speak not of the march of civil liberty ; 
{ speak vot of the prodigious inventions 
which distinguish the period; I allude 
not to the great advances made in those 
physical sciences which sulserve the use- 
fyl arts: I mean the far greater glory of 
those splendid plans of benevolence 
which mark the present age: I mean 
especially the glory of the age concerned 
in giving the Bible to the world. ‘This 
is the sublimest of all charities. If we 
regard only its bearing on the order of 
society, in what way can we so largely 
contribute to the temporal comfort of 
yankind? ‘Take the map of the world, 
and encircle with your pencil those coun- 
tries where woman is not a prisoner ora 
slave, where life and preperty are secur- 
ed by avy thing like a well regulated 
police, where civilized manners have ob- 
tained, and general science has burst the 
fetters of the mind; and you will en- 
close precisely those regions on which 
the rays of revelation shine. The 
boundary of light is the pale of Chris- 
tendom. In sending forth the Bible you 
open the flood gates of every thing which 
can bless mankind, and not only pour a 
mighty river through the arid regions,but 
by ter, thousand courses lead out a stream- 
let to water every plant. Speak you of 
griefs? it is soothing the troubled heart 
with the only consolation which sorrow 
knows. Speak you of maladies+ it is 
extending the oaly medicine to the great 
lazar-house ofthe world. Speak you of 
the deathless soul? it is changing the 
condition of millions from an eternal 
prison to an immortal throne. This is 
the cause which involves all the happi- 
ness and hopes «f men. It involves the 
great interest of infinite wisdum and be- 
nevolence. It is the cause of the uni- 
verse. ‘The happiness of all worlds is 
staked on those vast exhibitions of God 
that are made in the plan of redemp- 
tion which the Gospel reveals. Spread 
that Gospel before every eye if you 
would fill the earth with the glory of 
God. In every point of view this is 
the greatest and most momentous cause 
that ever engaged the attention of men 
or angels. ‘Lhe Bible Societies which 
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enoble the present age, breathe the very 
spirit of the heavens. They breathe the 
very spirit of the angelic choir which 
broke the miduight stiliness over the 
plains of Bethlehem, They are acting 
over again the scene of Pentecost. For 
if they cannot confer on modern mis- 
siouaries the gift of tongues, they put 
into their hands the numerous transia- 
tions of the Seripiures, and thus enable 
them to proclaim to all nations, in the 
language of each, the wonderiul works 
of God. And if in a suprrior state of 
existence, it shall be our happy em- 
ployment to convey to other orders of 
creatures a knowledge of God, event at 
sublime course, * high in salvation end 
the realms of bliss,” will be only pursu- 
ing in a wider sphere the plan of the Bi- 
ble Societies. if the eye of an Isaiah, 
looking out of distant ntiqt ity ould 
have seen this day, when the Scriptures 
which he heiped to prociaiin are carri- 
ed to the nations by the united lebour 
of legislators, prelates, and priuces, 
how great would have been his joy. 

Did I hearone say, there is no need ? 
Why then did the trumpet of isaiah 
sound? and why the tones of David's 
harp? If there is no need to send the” 
Scriptures to the heathen, why were 
prophets inspired to give them to us? 
But if these sacred Necords have shed 
the light of heaven around our ‘eet, if 
they have transfused their consolations 
into our hearts, and planted their prom- 
ises underneath our hopes, are we not 
bound by every principle of gratitude to 
extend them to others ? 

It is interesting to trace the causes 
which have roused the world tw this 
great career. Among the events fixed 
in ancient prophecy, which were te 
“repay recompense to the ts/onds,” 
(or to the countries beyond the Meciter- 
ranean from Judea.) and brine on a 
day when they should * fear the name 
of the Lord from the west, and his glo- 
ry from the rising of the sun ;” among 
those events, it was long ago predigted, 
with an eye upon the present day, that 
“when the enemy” should “come in 
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord” 
would * lit up astandard against him.”* 

* fsaial lix. 18, 19, 
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And it is a memorable fact, that out of 
the heavings of Europe, agitated by the 
storms of infidelity, the whole communi- 
ty of Bible Societies have arisen. The 
greatest effort ever made to destroy the 
Bib’e, has been followed by a union of 
nations to give the Bible to the world. 
Nor is this order of events merely prov- 
idential; the Spirit of God has moved 
in a line with second causes. ‘The zeal 
for the Bible has been roused by the 
zeal manifested for its destruction. Kings 
have come down from their thrones to 
aid the sacred cause, because they saw 
that the order and happiness of society 
rested on the Bible. Greece and Rome 
could preserve the frame of society with- 
out the Bible, for they had the aid of an- 
other religion. But it is too late for the 
nations of Christendom to go back to 
the mythology of the heathen. If they 
give up the Bible they must do without 
any religion,—any thing to restrain the 
selfish passions of men, any thing to 
soothe the anguished mind in adversity, 
any thing to cast a ray of light upon the 
darkness of the grave; and if in right- 
eous judgment the conscience is left suf: 
ficiently seared, nothing remains but the 
dark and gioomy profound of atheism. 
The nations of Europe have seen a short 
and partial experiment of what the 
world would do without the Buble, in 
the French Revolution. They have 
gathered around the tremendous crater, 
and looked down into the boiling deep, 
and seen all the materials of hell pre- 
pring to be disgorged upon the world. 
‘They have fled back from the bellow- 
ings of the mountain, and lifted up their 
hands to the God of the Bible. 

After the plains of Europe have for 
more than twenty summers been drench- 
ed in. blood, the storm of war has been 
suspended, the bars to mutual inter- 
eourse among the nations removed, and 
leisure given to pursue the works of be- 
nevolence ; as if on purpose to open the 
way for that splendid career of mercy 
which bas foliowed. This syncope in 
the thrones of a convulsed world, has 
been improved to send out the heralds 
of peace, and to scatter the records of 
salvation in every language of Europe. 
Where the fiend of war had fixed deep 


his fangs, there the Gospel has been 
sent to bind up the bleeding wounds. | 
envy not the temperament of that man 
who can contemplate these events with. 
out gratitude, joy, and admiration. 


( To be concluded. ) 
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NEW-YORK SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION 
SOCIETY 


NINETEENTH QUARTERLY MEETING. 


(Concluded from page 395.) 


We have omitted of jate to notice the numen 
ous reports of Sabbath schools, not because 
the suljject has become less interesting or use- 
ful, but because there is usually such a sameness 
in barely stating the proficiency of the scholars 
that there appears to be every little benefit de. 
rived from their publication 

In the following Report which we copy 
from the Christian Herald, the conductors of 
Sabbath schools will find instruction and en. 
couragement. 

In our last we were obliged to omit most 
of the extracts from the Reports that we 
designed to lay before our readers, as 
illustrations of the fact that these schools 
are the nurseries of the church, and capa- 
ble of producing a great moral revolu- 
tion in our city population, and in the 
rising generation wherever they are es- 
tablished. We now conclude our no- 
tice of the reports, with increased assur- 
ance that this subject is fast rising in the 
public estimation, and that the opposi- 
tion to instructing the children of the 
poor, and the coloured population of our 
city, and of our country too, will soon 
entirely cease. Amongst those who op- 
posed Sunday’ schools in this city four 
years ago, and those who deemed them 
unnecessary, we now find some of their 
warmest advocates,most zealous promot- 
ers. At that period, we recollect to have 
been told, that such institutions were not 
wanted in this country at all, or certatnly 
not for many years to come; and then 
only in manufactories, where children 
are employed all the week :—and we 
were pointed to the New-York Free 
School, in which many more might then 
have been accommodated, as a reason 
for this assertion. But it is now seen, 
as was then predicted, that the Sunday 
schools have been the means of furnish- 
ing the Free schools with pupils, in such 
numbers, that that society has been 
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sbliged to extend its accommodations to 
>y ral new schools, and all of them are 
il.and still more are needed. 

Union is strength.—This truth has 
ever been more clearly and happily 
hown than in Bible and Sunday School 
societies ; and we should greatly rejoice: 
nd may we not hope to see all the Sun- 
ay schools in this city united, under the 
ppropriate title of the “ Yew-York Sun- 
ay School Union ?” 

School No. L. attached to the South 
uich Reformed Church.—The con- 
ict of most of the scholars, while in the 
hool, is sach as to merit commenda- 
m. Soon after the departure of the 
ission family for the Osages, a box was 
aced in the school, to receive the con- 
ibutions which the scholars attending 
he male and female schools belonging to 
church, might be disposed to make 
wards the object of the mission. Five 
lars have in this manner been collect- 
, and forwarded to the Treasurer of 
Che United Foreign Missionary Soci- 
.” "The bex is still continued in the 
hool, to receive the mites which the 
holars may yet wish to cast into the 
asury of the Lord. 

The prayer mecting, of a number of 
achers and scholars, is still continued 
Sabbath evenings; and occasionally 
etings of this kind have been held dur- 

the week. Although we do not 
ow that since the last Report any in 
t male school have been brought “ from 
rkness to light ;” yet, in the female 
bool, we have met with a few instan- 
in which we trust that the Lord has 
ned our labours, and brought sinners 
2 knowledge of himself. 

chool No. Il. attached to the Brick 
esbyterian Church.— "Exclusive of the 
Hpture proofs, there has been recited 
the Testament classes eight thousand 
ses. From 15 to 20 boys have been 
arded monthly, each with a tract, by 
lsiting Committee, for reciting proofs; 
two premium Bibles have been dis- 
uted since our last Report was sub- 
ed. No deaths have occurred in the 
| for the last 6 months, but a num- 
o! our pupils have been visited with 
e‘rous sickness; and at these sea- 
’, when visited by their teachers, both 
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parents and children have manifested 
the most lively feelings of gratitude. 
Some of these chidren continue to cherish 
a sense of their dependence, and of the 
sinfulness of their hearts, and their obli- 
gation to their instructors and to God. 
At some of our visits at their dwellings, 
for the special purpose of conversing 
with the parents on the wellare of their 
immortal souls, we have witnessed the 
silent tear steal down their cheeks, and 
appreve of that holy law which con- 
derans their sins of omission and com- 
mission. 

Our weekly prayer meeting is still con- 
tinued, and it is with joy that we are en- 
abled to say, that another individual 
has united herself to the visible church, 
who says, that she dates her first serious 
impressions at one of these meetings. 
Another of our teachers, during the last 
quarter, has made a public profession of 
religion, and commenced a course of siud- 
les preparatory to the ministry, making, 
in all, five young men who, during the 
last two years, have left us and are now 
engaged in theirstudies A prayer meet- 
ing is held in the schoolroom on Sabbath 
mornings, half an hour previous to open- 


ing the school, for the special purpose af, 


imploring the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on the school. Many of our older 
Christian brethren encourage us, by their 
presence and counsel atthe school; and, 
upon the whole, we feel animated in our 
labours, and earnesly hope and expect, 
yet to see many brought into the king- 
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
the instrumentality of Sunday School in- 
struction. 

School No. IV. aiiached to Christ 
Church, in Ann-street.—The superin- 
tendents, with great pleasure, present the 
result of their exertions, in directing the 
concerns of the school. From a review of 
the several teachers’ statements it ap- 
pears, that in the last six months, 11,199 
verses, or 373 chapters, have been com- 
mitted to memory by 24 boys. 

A prayer meeting, for the teachers of 
the male and female schools attached to 
the church, was commenced some time 
ago, on recommendation of severe! mem- 
bers of the church. These meetings are 
highly useful and interesting, and are fre- 
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quently attended by our pastor. The 
evening is generally spent in devotion, 
which we trust will have the eflect, 
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through Divine assistance, of encourag- 
ing our hearts, and strengthening our 
hands, in the great work we have before 
us. 

School No. VIL. attached to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church.—Though 
we cannot mention amy particular instan- 
ces of conversion we are happy to state 
that many of the children are moral, and 
attentive to religious instruction. We 
feel not discouraged because the fruit of 
our labour does not appear in the abun- 
dance we could wish, for the promise an- 
imatesus. Our teachers are young men, 
punctual, zealous, pious; who “ let their 
light shine” before their tender charge, 
and endeavour, by precept and example, 
to direct their infant feet to the paths of 
wisdom. 

School No. X. attached to St. George’s 
Church.—The changes which have tak- 
en place since the last report, are still, 
we doubt not, fresh in your memory, es- 
pecially that afilicting dispensation of an 
all-wise providence, which has removed 
from among us one* who had devoted 
himself to the service of his Redeemer, 
in the morning of his days, whe willing- 
ly siepped jorward to the assistance of 
the school, when in its infancy, and who 
so long continned faithfully to perform 
his duty, even to that time when he was 

called to reap the reward of his labours. 
Being united to many ofus by the strong- 
esi ties of grace, aud to all by that friend- 


“Mr CuHarres ‘Y. Arrims, who died on 
te 23d of June last.in the 24ih year of his age, 
of an injury he received while in the discharge 
of his duties as a Fireman. Amongst the 
many Suaday School Teachers with whom 
wé are acquainted, we know of none more de 
voted tothe arducus emp'oyment than Mr. 
Ainams, during nearly four years Many can 
bear witness to the earnestness of his zeal, and 
the fervour of bis piety, in labouring to pro- 
mote the spiritaal interest of all within the 
reach of his admonitions, or hisexample. He 
has leita widow,a child, and near and dear 
relations and friends, to mourn his early death, 
bot not as for those who have no hope. He 
discharged the duties of a soo,a husband, a 
father, a friend, ina word, ot a Christian, with 
as few «errations as fall to the Jot of most of 
our fallen race. ° 


calculated to awaken in us feelings of th 
deepest sorrow. Yet, in the midst ¢ 
these sorrows for the loss of him, jp 
whose society we had anticipated many 
days of happiness, was intermingled thy 
pleasing reflection of knowing, that w 
were not called to sorrow as those why 
have no hope. 

Another important change has also tak. 
en place since our last report,viz.the sep 
aration of the white, from the coloure! 
boys, after much deliberation, and agree 
able to the advice of many active per 
sons in the Sunday school cause; be 
lieving also ourselves, that such a chang 
would more effectually promote the en! 
we have in view, we thought proper ts 
transfer the second division of our schovl, 
composed of coloured boys, to schod 
No. 24, taught in Rose-street.7 

Sohool No. XXII. attached to ti 
Mission Church, in Bancker-street—k 
under the care of one superintendent, ox 
secretary, and six teachers. The nue 
ber of scholars on the register is 7 
Since our last report, 53 have been a 
mitted, 54 dismissed, and one has bee 
removed by death 

A great portion of our school consis 
of boys unable to read the word of Gos 
and the most of those who, from time 
time, are received, are found to be gros 
ly ignorant ; yet, for the want of a suf 
cient number of teachers to instruct t 
on the Sabbath, these boys are very # 
regular in their attendance, and their i 
provement Is not so encouraging as 
could wish, but the zeal and eagert 
manifested by the testament class is suc’ 
as to afford us much satisfaction. 1 
class consists of 18 boys, about 12 or | 
of which are usually present at a tim 
These boys have committed to memon 
during the last six months, ten thous 
three hundred and fifty verses of scr 

ture, besides a considerable number’ 
scripture proofs: 6,410 of the abor 


¢ We would earnestly recommend the a¢ 
tion of this plan, in all cases where ' 
necessary accommodations can be prov 
for separate schools, as we believe its u 
has been abundanty tested by experience. 
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mentioned verses were committed to 
memory by six boys. 

We teel it incumbent on us to observe, 
that no rewards have been offered to 
any, simply for excelling others ; we are 
convinced that this system has ever had 
the most pernicious effects ; that, whiie 
it affords encouragement to a few, it ac- 
tually discourages a great majority; and 
that its tendency will ever be, to foster 
in the breasts of those who are competi- 
tors for the prize, a spirit of jealousy and 
envy, and to prevent the exercise of that 
brotherly love and effection for one 
another, which ought to be inculcated. 

One of our teachers has, we trust, been 
made a subject of divine grace, and has 
united himself with the church to which 
the school is attached. 

School No. XXIII. attached to the 
Baptist Church.—We rejoice in Divine 
permission to communicate, that a for- 
mer Jearner in this school, (at its first es- 
tablishment,) and whose irregularity of 
conduct, at that time, gave much uneasi- 
ness to his superintendent and teacher, 
has now become an exemplary charac- 
ter, and lately made a profession of reli- 
gion. Among the applicants we have 
from time to time been receiving, there 
have been some foreigners, who, having 
shared in the same privileges at home, 
no sooner have they fixed their abode, 
than the parents have sought for the 
Sunday School, and in two instances, 
children have been received and estab- 
lished in our school, the fifth Sunday 
fron shipboard! Such instances and tes- 
timonies of the acknowledged usefulness 
of the institution, cannot but awaken 
the dearest sympathies of the Christian 
heart—which distance can neither dull 
nor obliterate—while the cheering recol- 
lection is urged, that, though far separat- 
ed, the same spirit of love excites to ex- 
ertion, uniting them as one family, in ex- 
tending the vast concerns of an eternal 
world, by so simple and beautiful a sys- 
tem. 

We tender our grateful acknowledg- 
ments to the Visiting Committee—much 
of the success of our exertions is connect- 
ed with their’s. 

Sshool No. XXIY. (for the instruc- 


New-York Sunday School Union Society. 
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tion of coloured boys,, attadied to St. 
George’s Church.—TVhe school vow 
consists of one superintendent, two visit- 
ers, eleven teachers, aid about 100 scho- 
lars, whose average attendance is about 
50 each day. Our teachers are chiefly 
very young persons—t woof whom, (o0w 
aged about eleven years, ) have been for 


four years constantly engaged in the in- 


struction of the younger classes, 

During the time St. George’s Church 
has been shut, for the purposes of clean- 
ing, and also of erecting additional gal- 
leries for the accommo ation of the chil- 
dren’s schools, which the vestry were 
enabled to do, through the liberality of 
the Rey. Dr. Minor, our school was 
accommodated at Christ Church, in seats 
appropriated for our use. 

On Wednesday evenings a prayer 
meeting of the teachers and the elder 
scholars, of the schools of our church, is 
held. This, we are pleased to say, is 
well attended, and we look to it as agreat 
strengthening. in the work in which we 
are all engaged. 

Our good pastor has provided. a col. 
lection of very interesting tracts for dis- 
tribution, as rewards, in the school, and 
in the families of the scholars. He has 
also proposed a monthly reward of a Bi- 
ble, to the learner of the greatest number 
of verses of scripture. 

School No. XXYV. attached to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church.—About 
two years ago, a number of the boys be- 
came religiously exercised, and about 
ten or twelve professed to have experi- 
enced the forgiveness of their sins. 
Several of them have since fallea away, 
some of them have gone to other schools, 
while two or three have gone to distant 
parts, as far as we know, they still re- 
tain their integrity. One, who became 
a teacher immediately after his profess- 
ing religion, has to our regret, removed 
to Long Island, whereby we are depriv- 
ed of his assistance. He still continues 
eminently pious. Others, of late, ap- 
pear to be seriously inclined, so that we 
are not without hope, that the Lord will 
again visit us, and that our labours will 
not be in vain. 
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SLANDER. 


‘Extracted from Saurin’s Sermon upon 
Christian Conversution. 


Slander and calumny are a third de- 
fect of conversation, and the third law 
which our Apostle imposes on us, is a 
seasoning of charity. I truly acknow- 
ledge, my brethren, that I cannot enter 
on this article, without loosing that mod- 
eration of temper, which is necessary to 
a preacher who would treat the subject 
properly. Whether it be weakness of 
miad, or self-interest, or whether it be 
the enormous length to which you prac- 
tice this vice, too much practiced, alas, 
every where! or whatever be the cause, 
I can scarcely retain my temper: for I 
feel myself at once ready to confound 
instruction with reproof. Is there any 
eharacter among you so respectable, any 
intention so innocent, any conduct so ir- 
reproachable, any piety so conspicuous, 
as to escape the cruelty of your calum- 
niating conversation ? 

What shall I say to you, my breth- 
ren? I wish I knew how to collect the 
substance of many sermons into this one 
article. I would endeavour to exhibit 
ealumny in one small portrait, at which 
you might continualiy look, and which 
might perpetually inspire you with holy 
horror. 

1. Consider this vice in its sowrce. 
Sometimes it proceeds from littleness of 
mind, for there are people who cannot 
converse, they neither understand reli- 
gion or government, arts or sciences, 
and their conversation would languish 
and die away were not the void filled up 
with a detail of the real imperfections of 
their neighbours, or of others which the 
most cruel malignity ascribes to them, 
and the number of these always far sur- 
passes that of real detects. Sometimes 
it comes from pride. People wish to be 
superior to their neighbours, and not 
having the noble courage to rise above 
them by the practice of more virtue, 
they endeavour to sink them by slander- 
ous conversation. Sometimes envy is 
the source. ‘There are persons who 
place their happiness in the misery 
of others. A neighbour’s prosperity 
shocks them, his reputation wounds 


Slander. 
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them, and his rest is their torment, 
Sometimes a guilty conscience generates 
slander. Bad men fear the public eye 
should discover and fix on their own 
crimes, and they try to prevent this mis- 
fortune by artfully turning the attention 
of spectators from ‘hemselves to the vices 
of their fellow citizens. 

2. Consider the fatal consequences of 
slander. Judge of the hearts of others 
by our own. What makes one man in- 
vent a calumny, induces another to re- 
ceive and publish it. As soon as ever 
the voice of slander is heard, a thousand 
echoes repeat it, aid publish vices, 


which your want of charity or excess of 


injustice attributes to your neighbour. 
W hat renders this the more deplorable, 
is the usual readiness of mankind to give 
credit to calumny; a readiness on the 
one part to utter a calumny, and on the 
other to believe it, overwhelm a neigh- 
bour with all the miseries of defamation. 

3. Consider the duties which they 
who commit this crime bind themselves 
to perform, duties so hard that some 
would rather die than perform them, 
and yet duties so indispensable that no 
man can expect either favour or forgive- 
ness, who neglects the discharge of them. 
The first law we impose on a man, who 
hath unjustly acquired the property of a 
neighbour, is to restore it. The first 
law we impose on a man who hath in- 
jured the reputation of another, is to re- 
pair it. ‘There is a restitution of hon- 
our, as well as of fortune. Which of 
you now, who hath dealt in slander, dare 
form the just and generous resolution of 
going from house to house, to publish 
his retractions ? Who is there among 
you, that by committing this sin, does 
not hazard all his own reputation. 

4. Consider how extremely opposite~ 
this sin is to the daw of charity. You 
know, the whole religion of Jesus Christ 
tends to love. “The precepts he gave, 
the doctrines he taught, the worship he 
prescribed, the ordinances he instituted, 
the whole gospel is the breath of love : 
but what can be more incompatible 
with love than slander! Consequently 
who deserves less the name of Christian 
than a slanderer 

o* Consider how many different forms 
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calumny assumes. In general, all the 
world agree it is one ef the most hate- 
ful vices: yet it is curious to see how 

ersons who declaim the most loudly a- 
gulnst this crime, practice it themselves. 
All the world condemn it, and all the 
world slide into the practice of it. The 
reputation of our neighbour is not only 
injured by tales studied and set ; but an 
air, a smile, a look, an affected abrupt- 
ness, even silence are envenomed 
darts shot at the same mark, and it would 
be impossible for us to avoid falling into 
the temptation of committing this crime, 
uuless we keep a perpetual watch. 

6. Consider the various illusions of 
which people avail themselves in order 
to conceal from themselves the tur- 
pitude, and numberless pretexts of 
turpitude of this crime. One pretends 
he said nothing but the truth; as if cha- 
rity did not oblige us to conceal the real 
vices of a neighbour, as well as not to 
attribute to him fanciful ones. Another 
justifies his conduct by pretending that 
he is animated not by hatred, but by 
equity; as if God had appointed every 
individual to exercise vengeance, and to 
be an executioner of his judgments as if 
supposing the allegation true, a man 
does not sin against his own principles 
(for he pretends eqdity) when he 
shews his neighbour in an unfavourable 
point of view, by publishing his imper- 
'{ections aud concealing his virtues. 

Another excuses himself by saying 
that as the affair was public, he might 
surely be permitted to mention it, as if 
charity was never violated except by 
discovering unknown vices; as if men 
were not forbidden to relish that mali- 
cious pleasure which arises from talking 
over the known imperfections of their 
eigh bours. 

_1. Consider, into what an unhappy 
uation calumny puts an innocent per- 
On, who wishes tu avoid it. 

What must a man do to preclude, or 
° pet down a calumny? Cherish good 
tumour, paint pleasure in your face, en- 
avour by your pleasing deportment 
° communicate happiness to all about 
ou, be, if 1 may so speak, the life and 

ul of society ; and it will be said you 

© ot solid, you have the uaworthy 
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ambition of becoming the amusement of 
mankind. Put on an austere air, en- 
grave on your countenance, if I may 
speak thus, the great truths that fill your 
soul; and you will be taxed with pha- 
risaism and hypocrisy ; it will be said, 
that you put on a fair outside, to render 
yourself venerable; but that under all 
this appearance, very likely you con- 
ceal an impious irreligious heart. Take 
a middle way, regulate your conduct by 
times and places, weep with them that 
weep and rejoice with them that rejoice, 
and you will be accused of lukewarm- 
ness. Pick your company, confine your- 
self to a smell circle, make it a law to 
speak freely only to a few select friends, 
who will bear with your weakness, and 
who know your good qualities; and you 
will be accused of pride and arrogance, 
it will be said that you think the rest of 
mankind unworthy of your company, 
and that you pretend wisdom and taste, 
are excluded from all societies except 
such as you cesign to frequent. Go ev- 
ery where, and in the spirit of the ut- 
most condescension converse with ever 
individual of mankind; and it will be 
said, you are unsteady; a city, a pro- 
vince cannot satisfy you; you lay all 
the universe under contribution, and o- 
blige the whole world to try to satiate 
your unbounded love of pleasure. 

In fine, consider what punishment 
the Holy Spirit has denounced against 
calumuy, and in what class of mankind 
he hath placed slanderers : you, who by 
a prejudice which is too general a rule 
of judging, imagine you possess all vir- 
tue, because you are free from one vice, 
to use the language of a modern author,* 
you who poison the reputation of a 
neighbour in company; aud endeavour 
thus to avenge yourself on him for the 
pain which his virtues give you, in what 
list has St. Paul put you? He hath 
classed ycu with misers, idolaters, de- 
bauchees, and adulterers. If any mau 
be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idola- 
ter, or a RAILER, with such an one 
k: ep no company, no not to eat. Nei- 
ther fornicators, nor idolators, nor adul- 
terers, nor efleminate, nor abusers ef 


*Flecher 
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themselves with mankind, nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor RE- 
VILERS, ‘this is your place,) nor ex- 
to cione:s, shall inherit the Kingdom of 
God. 1 Cor. v. 11. and 6—y. But 
we judge of vice and virtue, not accord- 
iny to the rules laid down in the gospel, 
but according to such as prevail in tie 
world Itis aot Jesus Christ, it 1s the 
world that is our sovereizgu. We blush 
at what they censure, aud we feel no 
remorse at comuntiing what they think 
fit to tolerate. Ad! why are not legis- 
latures more indulgent when they con- 
demn to racks and gibbets, a wretch, 
when excess 0 hunger impeiled iim to 


steal our property ; why do they not ia- 


flict ove part of taeir cigour on him, who 
p > ? 

in cool blood, and iufeinal malice, robs 

us of our reputation and Qonour!—Let 

your speech be seasoned witia the sali of 

charity. 


THE PATIENT SUFFERER. 
From © No Fiction.” 


“Thad much @elight this morning 
in visiting a good man who has been 
bed-ridden these twenty-five years. I 
was preparing to pity him, but he called 
on me to rejoice. ‘ Are you not weari- 
ed out with the length of your afiliction ?? 
‘Wearied, Sir,’ said he,— No, nature 
would soon faint, but God sustains me, 
I couldlie here another twenty-five years, 
if itpleased God. I have found this bed 
to be the very gate of heaven.—Length 
of my affliction, Sir! O let me not call 
it long; it is short very short, and will 
soon be over. These light afflictions, 
which are but for a moment, work out for 
me a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory? ‘This is a happy 
state of mind, said I. * Thank God for 
it!? said he, as in acts of devotion. 
‘Then, addressing me—** Why, yes, and 
every thing God does is to make us hap- 
py. Is he not alllove ?—he caanot then 
be unkind. Is he not all wise? he can- 
not then do wrong. Are not his prom- 
ises yea and amen in Christ Jesus + he 
cannot then break his word. None who 
have trusted him have repented of it. 
My day of afiliction has been twenty- 


five yeats long; but I have found, as my 
day so my strength has beea. Blessed 
be his holy name-! O, Sir, I dare no 
complain. Myatilictionisamercy. | 
came upon me when [ was a young mag, 
when I was worldly, thoughtless, ani 
foolish; and I dread to think what | 
might have been but for this affliction, 
Betore I was afflicted, I went astray, 
but now I have kept thy word. Bess. 
ed is the man whom thou chastenesi, 0 
Lord, and teachest him out of thy law.’ 
We sang and prayed together, and pat 
ed in pleasing hope of meeting in a bet- 
ter state. 

What an instance of the power of re 
ligion !—What could the world have 
done for such a person ?—May religion 
be our support, and comfort, and exceed: 
ing great reward |” E. M. 


POETRY. 
For the Religious Intelligencer. 


Lines writien on reading of the death of Ms 
Dolly E. Hoyt, and Miss Sarah Lines. 


Ah! who shall shed affection’s tear 
Around those consecrated graves, 

Or who shall friendship’s tribute rear 
Where dark Arkansaw’s water laves ’ 


For therc is youth and virtue laid— 
Youth that was zealous for her God ; 
And virtue not to be dismay’d 
While still in duty s path she trod. 


Methinks for you some softer eye 
Should pay the tribate you demand, 

Some more congenial beart should sigh 
Than roams in that untutor’d land. 


Savage and cruel is the soil 

To which, by duty led, you stray’d ; 
But your Redeemer saw your toil, 

He saw the souls for which you pray‘d/ 


His Mighiy Grace without your aid, 
Can tame the savage Osage heart ; 
Theo kindly + cease your toil,’ he said, 
‘And from this arduous task depart.’ 


‘And thoucb no friend around your tem! 
Siiall pay the tribute of a sigh,’ 

Ip Edow you siali ever bloom, 
For ever ieign with me on high.’ 


—— 
ss 
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